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ChildbearingandMigration:
LongitudinalAnalysisofCouple-levelDatausingtheVitalStatistics

NAKAGAWAMasatakaandKOIKEShiro

Usingthebirthregistrationdatadrawnfrom thevitalstatistics,thispaperconstructs

couple-levellongitudinaldatatoanalysetherelationshipbetweenchildbearingandmigration.

Informationondateofbirthforbothmotherandfather,whichareavailableforallbirthrecords

registeredsince1992,isusedtogenerateacouple-levelidentificationnumber.Inter-municipal

migrationismeasuredbychangesinplaceofresidencebetweenfirstandsecondbirths.Theresults

oftheanalysisconfirmasignificantlyhigherpropensitytomigrateafterthefirstbirthamong

couplesintheinner-metropolitanareas.Increasesintheproportionofthosewhochangedtheir

placeofresidencebetweenthefirstandsecondbirthsareobservedfortheallinner-metropolitan

areas.IntheinnerareasofTokyoandNagoya,atthesametime,theshareofmovesoutoftheinner

areastosuburbanareasisatalowerlevelcomparedtothatofthe1990s.Suchrelativedeclinein

migrationtosuburbanareasisalsoobservedforthoselivinginregionalcitiesoutsidethelarge

metropolitanareas.Theseresultsimplythatthelong-termchangesinmigrationpatternsofyoung

couplesattheearlystageofhouseholdformationhavecontributedtosomeextenttotheso-called

"re-centralization"inthemetropolitanareassincethe2000s,andthattheregionalcityareashave

beenundergoingthesimilarprocesses.Furtherresearchisneededtoexaminefactorsassociated

withthesegeographicalpatternsandchangesintherelationshipbetweenchildbearingand

migration.
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