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DevelopmentsofPopulationStatisticsinEasternAsia

SUZUKIToru

Thispapercompareshistoricaldevelopmentsofstatisticalinstitutionsandimprovementsin

populationstatisticsinTaiwan,Korea,andChinainthe20thcentury.InTaiwan,undertheJapa-

neserule(1895-1945),populationcensusesandvitalstatisticswereimpressivelyaccurateowingto

acombinationofthetraditionalpaojiasystemandthemodernpolicesystem.However,Japanese

colonialruleinKorea(1910-1945)waslesssuccessfulthanitwasinTaiwan.Birthanddeathreg-

istrationsimprovedbutslowly,andwerenotcompleteuntiltheendofWWII.Asaresult,popula-

tionestimatesforthecolonialperiodarecontroversialandthereremainsawiderangeofpopulation

sizesandvitalratesestimatedbyKoreandemographers.ThevitalstatisticsintheRepublicofKo-

reacollapsedduringtheKoreanWar(1950-1953)andtheregistrationrateremainedextremelylow

untilthe1970s.Theimprovementofpopulationregistrationsysteminthe1980soccurredunderthe

growinginterestinregionallybalanceddevelopments.PopulationcensusesinmainlandChinawere

lessaccuratethanthoseintheEmpireofJapanuntiltheendofWWII.Althoughpopulationregis-

trationsystemquicklyorganizedinthePeople'sRepublicofChinaunderthestrictruleoftheCom-

munistParty,falsereportsfromlocalgovernmentscontinuedevenaftertheeconomicreforminthe

late1970s.Chinawasextremelyslowintransitingtoapro-natalpolicyduetoirrationaldecisions

ofCommunistParty.
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