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GenderGapinEducationalRoleinAsianWelfareRegimes:
AQualitativeResearchonMiddle-ClassMothersinSingapore

NAKANOMadoka*

In theacademicfield offamily sociology,therehasbeen increased interestin

"housewifization,"whichisaphenomenonofmothersbecomingfull-timehousewivestofulfillthe

educationalroleforschool-agedchildreninAsia.ItissaidthatSingaporeisoneofthecountries

wheretheeducationalroleisheavilyonparents,especiallymothers,althoughmiddle-classparents

areableto"defamilise"childcare.Theburdenofeducationforchildrenisconsideredtobeoneof

theunderlinedreasonsforlowfertilityratesanddecliningemploymentratesamongwomenintheir

late30sandbeyond.

Ontheotherhand,previousstudiesoninternationalcomparisonofwelfareregimeshave

overlookedtheproblemofgenderequalityregardingchildren'seducation.Toanswertheremaining

questionsofwhychildren'seducationcannotbeoutsourcedandwhytheburdenismostlyon

mothers,Iconductedsemi-structuredinterviewswith32middle-classmothersand3setsofparents

inSingapore.

Themainfindingsareasfollows:First,itisconfirmedthattherespondentshaveresourcesto

outsourcehouse-chore;however,checkingchildren'shomework,drivingchildrentoandfrom

enrichmentclasses,orfindingandmanagingprivateeducationoutsideofschoolisstillmostlythe

responsibilityofmothers.Withthegovernment'semphasisonhumanresourcesandfamilismatthe

sametime,educationalrolesareconsideredasalong-termresponsibilityofparents;thus,neither

helpersnorgrandparentscanfulfilltheroles.Second,therearemainlytworeasonswhytheseroles

mostlyfallmoreonmothers'shoulderthanfathers'.Thefirstreasonisthesocialexpectationsand

pressureonmothersregardingchildren'seducation.Althoughmanyrespondentsexplainthe

dividedroleasachoiceofacouple,somemothersmentionthattheyweretheoneswhowouldbe

blamedbyteachersandrelativeswhentheirchildren'sacademicperformancedeclines.Thesecond

reasonisthatmothersaremorelikelytohavesocialnetworkstoevaluateandintroduceso-called

goodtutorsortuitioncenters(prep-school).Whilethesemiddle-classwomen'ssocialcapital

supportstheirchildren's'educationalachievement,italsoisthereasonwhymothersaremuchmore

likelytobeinvolvedintheireducation.

Inconclusion,thispapershowedtheimportanceofsheddinglightonthegendergapregarding

children'seducation.Moreover,neoliberalismandworkfarepoliciesconnectedwithfamilismput

thesocialpressureonmotherstoraisesuccessfulhumanresources.Atthesametime,itis

importanttoobservewhatkindofcommunitiesandnetworksaresupportingfamilies.Inthestudies

ofwelfareregimes,researchersoftenexpectcommunitiestobeasafety-netinsteadofthefamily,

state,ormarket.However,themother'snetworksofthemiddle-classcanonlywidenthesocial

inequity,ratherthantobeasafety-net.Lastly,notonlylawsandpoliciesbutalsopeople's
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perceptionsandbehaviorsshapewelfareregimesandgenderbalance.Thepapershowsitisworth

observingparents'educationalstrategyandeducationalpracticewithinafamily.
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