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DescriptiveAnalysisofUnitandItemNonresponseinthe
6thNationalSurveyonFamilyinJapan

SAITOTomohiroandKIKUCHIJun

Thisarticleaimstodescribethecharacteristicsofunitanditemnonresponseofthe6th

NationalSurveyonFamilyinJapan(NSFJ),whichwasconductedbytheNationalInstituteof

PopulationandSocialSecurityResearchin2018.

Comparedtothe4th(2008)and5thround(2013),thenonresponseratesofthe6thNSFJ

increasedbyabout4pointsto40.1%,andthiswasmainlyduetotheincreaseinratesofthefailure

tocontacttherespondentsanddistributethequestionnaires.Tofurtherassesstheassociation

betweenrespondents'demographicorgeographicattributesandsurveynonresponse,weusedthe

2018ComprehensiveSurveysofLivingConditions(CSLC),whichcanbemergedtothe6thNSFJ

becausethesedatasetshaveacommonsamplingframe.

ByusingthemergeddatasetsofNSFJandCSLC,wefoundthattheassociationbetween

respondents'attributes,suchasage,maritalstatus,andeducation,andunitnonresponse

significantlydiffer,dependingonthefieldworkstageofthesurvey:(1)distributionofthe

questionnaires,(2)collectionofthequestionnaires,and(3)assessmentofthevalidresponse.In

addition,itemnonresponserates,whichreferstotheproportionsofinvalidanswersfromthe

respondents,slightlyincreasedcomparedtothe4thand5thround,andtheelderlyorless-educated

womenshowedasignificantlyhigherlikelihoodofitemnonresponse.

Basedontheseresults,wewilldiscussthepracticalimplicationsfortheimprovementsof

responseratesinthenext7thround,includingtherevisionofquestionnairesandsurveydesign.
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