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ReconstructionofLong-termTimeSeriesStatisticsonCausesof
DeathbySimpleClassificationinJapan

OHTSUYui

ThestatisticsonthecausesofdeatharebasedontheStatisticalClassificationofDiseases,

InjuriesandCausesofDeath,whichisbasedontheInternationalClassificationofDiseases(ICD)

establishedbytheWorldHealthOrganization(WHO),andarepublishedintheVitalStatisticsof

JapanbytheMinistryofHealth,LaborandWelfare.However,sincetheICD isrevised

periodically,statisticsonthecausesofdeatharedisruptedwitheachrevision,makingitdifficult

toaccuratelygrasplong-termtrends.Therefore,theNationalInstituteofPopulationandSocial

SecurityResearchhasbeenworkingtoreconstructthelong-termtimeseriesofthecauseofdeath

statisticsforJapanbyconvertingICD-9(applicableinJapan:1979-94)intoICD-10(applicablein

Japan:1995-)atthe4-digitlevel,whichisthemostdetailedclassificationoftheICD.

Thispaperconfirmstheaggregationofthereconstructedcauseofdeathstatisticsbyahigher

classification,thesimplecause-of-deathclassification.Theresultsclarifythelong-termtrendsin

thenumberofdeathsforeachcause,whichhadbeenunclearintheofficialstatistics.
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