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GeographicalDistancebetweenParentsandAdultChildren:
ExaminingtheImpactofParentalHousingAssistance,SupportNeeds,

andPatrilinealNorm

CHITOSEYoshimi

Thisstudyseekstounderstandthedeterminantsofgeographicaldistancebetweenmarried

womenandtheirparents,parents-in-law,andadultchildrenusingthe2008,2013,and2018

NationalSurveyonFamilyinJapan.Inparticular,thefocusisplacedontheeffectsofpastparental

housingassistance,parents'andadultchildren'ssupportneeds,andpatrilinealnorm.Pastresearch

onintergenerationalsupporttreatedintergenerationaldistanceasadeterminantofsupport

exchangedbetweenparentsandadultchildren.However,intergenerationaldistancemaybe

consideredasanoutcomeofthereceiptofpastassistance,currentsupportneeds,aswellasthe

expectationofreceivingassistanceinthefuture.Theresultsindicatethatadultchildrenwho

receivedhousingassistancefromparentsinthepastaremorelikelytoliveincloseproximityto

theparentsregardlessofthegenderofadultchildren.Marriedwomenarestronglyaffectedby

patrilinealnormintermsofcoresidencewithhusband'sparents.However,mostadultchildrendo

notcoresidewiththeirparentsandtheimpactofpatrilinealnormisobservedonlyfortheir

tendencytoliveincloseproximitytotheirhusband'sparentsiftheadultchildrenaretheeldestson.

Thechildcareneedsofmarriedwomenweremetbycoresidencewithhusbands'parentsorby

livingincloseproximitytotheirmothers.Incontrast,childcareneedsofadultchildrenweremet

byresidingincloseproximitytotheirmothersregardlessofthegenderofadultchildren.Working

marriedwomentendtocoresidewithortoliveincloseproximitytotheirparentsorparents-in-law.

Foradultchildren,onlyworkingmarrieddaughtersaresignificantlymorelikelytoliveinclose

proximitytotheirmothers.IntergenerationalrelationshipinJapanisstillaffectedbypatrilineal

normbutitwasfoundthatthereceiptofpastassistanceaswellascurrentsupportneedsinfluence

thegeographicaldistancebetweenparentsandadultchildren.
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