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TheScientificBasisandMethodologyofOffcialPopulation
ProjectionsfromInternationalViewpoints
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Thispaperaimstocomparethemethodologies,assumptions,anddisseminationsof

country-basedpopulationprojectionsforJapanandotherstates(andothersocial,political,or

geographicgroupings),withanovelviewpointgarneredfromtherecommendationsandgood

practicespresentedbytheUNECEreport.Moreover,wedescribethescientificbasisand

methodologyofoffcialpopulationprojectionsthroughthecomparisonbetweenoffcialprojections

andacademicones.

Wehaveobservedthatmanycountrieshavealreadystartedtoincorporatetherecommenda-

tionsandgoodpracticespresentedbytheUNECEreport.Wehavefurthernotedthatlarge

populationdeclinesandrapidpopulationagingareprojectedforbothJapanandKorea.Through

thecomparisonbetweenoffcialandacademicprojections,wehavecometounderstandthatoffcial

projectionsshouldbeperformedwithdemographicmethodsbasedonthestabilityofdemographic

events.

Itisnecessarytomaintaintheenvironment,toperformscientificpopulationprojectionsby

producers,users,andresearcherstoensuretheobjectivityandneutralityoftheprojections.

AlthoughJapanesepopulationprojectionshavealreadyfulfilled,orevenexceeded,thehighlevel

ofaccountabilityrequiredintheUNECEreport,itwouldbedesirabletocontinuetoperform

scientificpopulationprojectionsateverhigherlevels.Moreover,itisnecessaryforthepeople

relatedtooffcialpopulationprojectionstounderstandtheconceptofscientificprojectionscorrectly

andtohavegoodcommunicationsbetweenthem.
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