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ApportionmentofUnknownsofMigrationTabulationsinthe2015
PopulationCensusofJapanandVerificationoftheResults

KOIKEShiroandSUGAKeita

Themigrationtables(residencefiveyearsago)inthePopulationCensusarevaluablestatistics

enablingustounderstandthemigrationpatternsbetweenmunicipalitiesofallJapan.However,

thosemigrationtablesincludevariouskindsofunknownswithregionaldifferences.Sincethe

regionalvariationinunknownsofresidencefiveyearsagocorrelateswithin-migrationtothe

currentresidenceatthetimeofsurvey,neglectsmakethetablesdeviategreatlyfromtheactual

migrationpatterns.Inthispaper,wefocusedontheoriginanddestination(OD)characteristicsof

themigrationflowsbetween1,896municipalitiespublicizedinthe2015censusandattemptedto

recoverthemigrants'actualODpatternsbyapportioningtheunknownsinthemunicipaltables

accordingtotheknowndistribution.

Theresultsshowedthatthenumberofnetmigrantsbyprefectureaftertheapportionmentof

unknownsismuchclosertothenumberaccordingtothe"AnnualReportonInternalMigrationin

JapanDerivedfromtheBasicResidentRegistration"forthesameperiod.Basedontheseresults,

wearguefromvariousaspectsonmunicipalmigrationthattheapportionmentseemstobehighly

probable.Overall,theapportionmentinthispaperisassessedassuccessfullyreproducingthein-

andout-migrationbetweenmunicipalitiesfrom 2010to2015,andtheOD tablesafterthe

apportionmentofunknownsareexpectedtoserveasaplatformforpracticalanalyses.
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