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OverseasJapaneseStatisticsinPre-warPeriod

HAYASHIReiko

ThenumberofoverseasJapanesebeforeWorldWarIIisavailablethroughstatistical

yearbooksofJapanaswellasTaiwan,Karafuto,Kwantung,KoreaandSouthSeasIslands.Many

oftheoriginalstatisticsarenowdownloadableasPDFontheNationalDietLibraryDigital

Collections.Thedataexploitedhereiscompiledintheelectronicformat,whichalsogivesthelinks

totheoriginaldocuments.

Initially,thenumberofoverseasJapanesewascountedbysubtractingthenumberofpassports

grantedbythenumberofpassportsreturned.TheoverseasJapanesein1875isthusestimatedas

3,291persons.From1889,thenumberwasreplacedbythedirectcountsbythereportsfromthe

overseasconsulates.AsJapanexpandeditsterritory,thenumberwasremovedfromtheoverseas

JapanesestatisticsandenteredintothepopulationstatisticsofeachareaunderJapanesecontrol.

Thenumberincreasedto3.35millionin1940.

Althoughthenumberincreasedmonotonously,thedestinationcountriesandareaschanged

drasticallyovertime.Uptothe1880s,manylivedinneighbouringKoreaandChina.The

proportionofthoselivinginEuropeandtheUSwasnotnegligible,asmanyJapanesevisitedand

studiedtheretolearnfromtheadvancedsocieties.BasedontheJapanese-HawaiianImmigration

Conventionsignedin1886,thenumberofemigrantsinHawaiiandthenintheUSincreased.By

1894,theproportionofoverseasJapaneseinHawaiiandtheUSroseto68%.Thenumberkept

increasing,butthenumberinTaiwan,Karafuto,Kwantung,Koreaincreasedevenmore.The

proportionofoverseasJapaneseintheseJapaneseterritoriesremainedaround70%untiltheendof

WWII.

In1940,4.4%oftheJapanesewerelivingoutsideofJapanproper.Also,manywereborn

overseas.Atpresent,asmanyas16%ofJapanesewerebornbeforeWWII.Inadditiontothe

importanceoftheNikkeipeople,thedescendantsofJapaneseemigrants,nowlivinginJapan,the

trendofoverseasJapaneseinthepre-warperiodisanimportantsubjecttounderstandthepresent

populationinJapan.


