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ParentalSeparationandChildren'sOpportunityforEducationinJapan:
FocusontheEffectsofDemographicChangeson
IntergenerationalReproductionofSocialInequality

SAITOTomohiro

Inthisarticle,weexaminethe"divergingdestinies"thesisderivedfrom thesecond

demographictransitiontheory,whichpredictsthereinforcementofintergenerationalreproduction

ofinequalityaccordingtosocial-economicbackground.Thedivergingdestiniesthesispositsthat

theexperienceoffamilyinstabilityortransition,suchasdivorce,earlychildbearing,and

cohabitation,hasbeenconcentratedamongsocio-economicallydisadvantagedfamilies,and

growingupinnon-intactfamiliesrestrictsanindividual'schancesofsocio-economicattainment.

However,therehavebeenfewresearchesthathavetestedwhether,asthedivergingdestiniesthesis

predicts,suchdemographicandfamilialchangesarefactorsamplifyinginequalityofsocio-

economicopportunityincontemporaryJapanesesociety.

Weusemicro-leveldatasetsofthe5thand6thNationalSurveyonFamilyinJapantoexamine

therelationshipbetweenthegrowingproportionofnon-intactfamilyandinequalityofchildren's

educationalattainmentbetweensocialclasses.MultilevelmodelandBlinder-Oaxacadecomposi-

tionapproachrevealedthreemainfindings:(1)childrenwhoexperiencedparentalseparationare

lesslikelytoattaintertiaryeducationthandotheircounterparts;however,(2)theeducational

attainmentofchildrenwithhighlyeducatedmothersaresignificantlynegativelyinfluencedbythe

experienceofparentaldivorce;and(3)thesedifferentialeffectsofparentalseparationoffsetthe

positiveinfluenceofclassdivergenceinfamilyformationontheintergenerationalreproductionof

inequality.

Inconclusion,thesefindingsdonotsupportthedivergingdestiniesthesis,andrather,confirm

thestabilityoftrendsininequalityofeducationalopportunity,asrepeatedlyshowninsocial

stratificationresearch.
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