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DepopulationandRestructuringofPublicFacilities

SETAFumihiko

Thepaperdiscussesrestructuringofpublicfacilitiesandinfrastructuresownedbymunicipali-

ties,whichisoneofthebiggesttasksrelatedtodepopulation,andfocusesespeciallyoncommon

publicfacilities(so-called"Hakomono").First,Iexplainwhyrestructuringofpublicfacilitiesis

oneofparticularlynoteworthyissuesinurbanandregionalplanninginthephaseofdepopulation.

Next,Ioutlinethecurrentsituationregardingrestructuringofpublicfacilitiesinproportionto

demographictransitioninJapanesemunicipalitiesbyusingsomeexistingsurveysandstatistics,

andintroducesthecaseofIgaCity(MiePrefecture),whichactuallypromotedrestructuring.

Finally,Idescribesanticipationsandexpectationsofcommonpublicfacilitiesinthenearfuture,in

responsetorecenttrendssuchasdigitizationandcoronastagnation.

Restructuringofpublicfacilitiesisregardedasatouchstoneforclarifyingwhetheranewand

differentwayofurbanplanningunderdepopulationwillbeacceptedbylocalgovernmentsand

citizens.Ifpublicfacilitiescannotbereorganizedcorrespondingtothepaceofdepopulation,itis

seriouslyconcernedthattaskslikerestructuringinfrastructuresandreorganizingbuilt-upareaswill

beevenmoredifficultandalmostimpossible.

However,aggregatingthepresentstatusofformulationofcomprehensivemanagementplans

forpublicfacilitiesoflocalgovernments,promotedbyMinistryofInternalAffairsand

Communicationsfrom 2014,restructuringofpublicfacilitieshasnotprogressedsufficiently,

comparedtothepaceofdepopulation,andmanylocalgovernmentscannotsetspecificgoalsfor

restructuring.Totalfloorareaofpublicfacilitieshasincreasedinthelastthreeyearsinalmosthalf

(49.7%)ofmunicipalities.Only114localgovernments(23.3%)amongthosehaveincreasedtheir

population,while375localgovernments(76.7%)havedecreasedpopulationbutincreasedfloor

areaofpublicfacilities.Only21.1%ofmunicipalitieshavesmallerfloorareasofpublicfacilities

percapitainthreeyears,whichmeansmostmunicipalitiesstilltendtoreinforcepublicfacilities.

FromthecaseofIgaCity,itcanbesaidtobeimportanttosetanoverallgoalofrestructuring

inresponsetodepopulationanddemanddeclineasageneralrule,andtrytoproceedwithefforts

towardit.Ontheotherhand,individualplanstorestructurepublicfacilitiesareoftenaskedtobe

modifiedbyseveralreasons,soitseemstobenecessarytoupgraderestructuringefforttoadjust

thechangeofthecircumstance.

Inthefuture,itwillbenecessarytocarefullyadjustthereorganizationofpublicfacilitiesin

responsetovariousnewmovementssuchasdisasterresponse,technologicalinnovation,and

changesintheroleofpublicfacilities.


