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ObjectiveInterpretationofRegionalPopulationIndices
-FocusingontheRelationshipBetweenPopulationMigrationand

HouseholdFormation-
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Withadecliningbirthrateandanageingpopulation,Japanwillbefacingashrinking

populationthiscentury,andithasbeenrecognizedthatsuchkindofpopulation-relatedphenomena

willoccurwithregionaldifferences.Localgovernmentsareusingvariousregionalpopulation

indicesinanattempttolocatethecharacteristicsofeachregionsothattheycandevelopeffective

regionalpolicies.Thepurposeofthispaperistoraisetheconcernthattherecouldbeariskthat

policyisbeingmisdirected,becausealternativeinterpretationsofregionaldifferencesbasedon

theseindicesarenottakenintoconsideration,creatingfictitiousnarrativesthatdeviatefromthe

actualregionalrealities.Inanygivenregion,thelowerthenever-marriedrateandthehigherthe

rateofadultslivingwiththeirparents,themorelikelyittendstoberegardedasapositivesign.

However,takingintoaccounttheeffectsofpastpopulationmigrationthathavecausedfluctuations

inpopulationdistribution,thiscanalsobeinterpretedasanegativesign.Thisshowsthatevenif

objectivestatisticaldataisusedasarationalbasisforpolicyformation,itdoesnotnecessarily

meanthattheinterpretationoftheseindiceswillbeobjective,inwhichcaseitwouldbeno

differentfromformulatingpoliciesbasedonpersonalbeliefsorindividualdesires.


