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EthnicDifferentialsofPopulationDynamicsinSingaporeasaCityState

SUGAKeita

Thisstudyreviewstwo-hundred-yearpopulationhistoryofSingaporesinceitsdiscovery,and

analysescomponentsofethnicity-specificpopulationchangesbynaturalincreaseandnet-

migration.Bytheresults,weemphasizeditscharacteristicsofthemigration-orientednation.All

majorethnicgroupssharedincreasingrolesofnaturalincreasewhenpopulationreproduction

structureswerematured.However,thereweresignificantdifferencesindeterminantsofpopulation

changesinthecontemporarySingapore.LargersizeofimmigrationhelpedChineseandIndian

populationsoflowfertilitymaintainanethniccomposition,whilehigherbirthrateactedasthe

sameladderinMalaypopulation.Weinsistedthatchangingmarriagepatternshadaffected

Singaporeanmulti-ethnicsocietysuchaswidespreadsofinter-ethnicandinternationalmarriages

fromthebeginningofthetwentyfirstcentury.

Singaporegovernmentimplementedexperimentalimmigrationpoliciesinthelate2000sby

whichthegovernmentacceptedimmigrantsofnearlythereplacement.Despitelonghistoryofthe

migration-orientednation,thegovernmentcouldnotenforceitforalongandlearnedthat

recoveringfertilityrateswasvitalforpopulationandsocio-economicstability.Inasocietywith

fewout-of-wedlockbirthssuchasSingapore,partnershipistheessentialproximatedeterminantof

fertilitythatowesprospectsofthecity-statefuturepopulationdynamics.
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