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CapturingMigrationofOlderPersonsinJapanusingPopulationCensus,
ComprehensiveSurveyofLivingConditionsandNationalSurveyon

Migration

HAYASHIReiko

Alongwithpopulationageing,themigrationtrendofolderpersonsattractedtheattentionin

Japansincearoundthe1980s,whenthemigrationrateinveryoldagestartedtorebound.Inthis

paper,PopulationCensus,conductedbyStatisticsBureau,ComprehensiveSurveyofLiving

Conditions(CSLC),anation-widesamplesurveyconductedbytheMinistryofHealth,Labourand

Welfare,andNationalSurveyonMigration,asubsidiarysurveyofCSLCconductedbyNational

InstituteofPopulationandSocialSecurityResearch,werecombined,andmigrationtrendsofolder

persons(aged65yearsandover)wereanalyzedbytypeofmigration(relatedtowork,retirement,

housing,householdchangeandlong-termcare)forthoselivinginordinaryhouseholdandfacility.

Long-termcarerelatedmigrationisthemostimportanttypeanditincreasedfrom2000/1to

2015/6intermsofbothnumberandproportiontothetotalelderlypopulation.Themigration

relatedtothehousing,householdchangeandretirementdecreasedfrom2000/1to2015/6,bothin

numberandproportion.Work-relatedmigrationincreasedinnumberbutdecreasedinproportion,

andthevolumeremainssmallcomparedtoothertypes.

Thelong-termcarerelatedmigrationincreasesintheoldestold,especiallyafter80yearsold

whereaslong-termcareisnotthemaincauseofmigrationfortheyoungerelderly.Retirement

relatedmigrationstartsfrom60yearsoldandwork-relatedmigrationissubstantialfortheage

groupofthe50s.Agradualshiftofmigrationpatternsoccursfrommiddle-agedtooldage.By

gender,olderwomenmovemorethanoldermen,withahigherproportionoflong-termcareand

householdchangerelatedmigration.Thisageandsexspecificmigrationtrendisconsistentwitha

generallyconceivedlifecoursepattern.AsforthegeographicaldirectionbetweenTokyoareaand

non-Tokyoarea,Tokyoareatonon-Tokyoareamigrationislargerthantheoppositedirectionfor

allbuthousehold-changerelatedmigration.Thus,themigrationofolderpersonscontributesto

reducingtheTokyomonopolization.

Studyingthemigrationbyreasonwouldrevealeacholderperson'sneeds,whichisexpected

toeventuallyimprovethequalityoflife.
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