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ADecompositionoftheDecreaseinAverageHouseholdSizeinJapan

KOYAMAYasuyo

Sincethe1970s,theaveragehouseholdsizehasconsistentlydeclined,owingtoanincreasing

numberofhouseholdswithasmallernumberofmembersandadecreasingnumberofhouseholds

withalargernumberofmembers.Conversely,regardingfamilytype,itcanbeinferredthatthisis

duetoanincreasingnumberofsinglehouseholdsandadecreasingnumberofmulti-generation

households,whichtendtocontainmanymembers.

Thisstudyusedadecompositionmethodtomeasuretheextenttowhichhouseholdsizeand

familytypereducetheaveragehouseholdsize.Adecompositionmethodofaveragehouseholdsize

byfamilytypehasspecificallybeendeveloped.

Asaresultofthedecomposition,thekindsofchangesthatreducedtheaveragehouseholdsize

foreachhouseholdsizeandfamilytypebecameapparent.Additionally,regionaldifferenceswere

identified.Asanindicatorofchangesinfamilyformationanditsregionaldifferences,new

possibilitieshavebeenexaminedforusingtheaveragehouseholdsize.
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