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InterregionalMarriageandMigration

SHIMIZUMasato,NAKAGAWAMasatakaandKOIKEShiro

Thispaperexaminestherecentchangesininterregionalmarriage,orso-calledgeographical

heterogamy,byusingthedatadrawnfromtheEighthNationalSurveyonMigrationinJapan.The

resultsshowthattheproportionsofmarriedcoupleswhosebirthprefecturesdifferfromeachother

increasedamongthosebornfrom1946to1976(husband'sbirthyear).Attheregionallevel

(metropolitan/nonmetropolitanareas),theproportionsofcoupleswhosebirthregionsdifferfrom

eachothergenerallydecreasedamongthoselivinginthemetropolitanarea,butincreasedamong

non-metropolitanresidentsbornafter1946.Ourexaminationofthedemographicfactorsofthose

interregionalchangesinmarriagepatternsfindsthatthechangesingeographicalheterogamycan

bemainlyattributedtothepopulationsizeeffectsduetoregionaldemographicfactorssuchas

migrationandgeographicaldistributionofbirths.Theresultsalsosuggestthattheotherresidual

effectsthatcanbeexplainedbynonpopulation-sizefactorssuchasmateselectionpreferencehave

contributedtothechangesbothattheprefecturalandregionallevels.
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