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RecentChangesinReturnMigrationtoPrefectureofBirthplaceinthe
Non-metropolitanRegions
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Thispaperanalysespatternsandtrendsininter-prefecturalreturnmigrationtothenon-

metropolitanregionsinJapan.Analysisofpooleddatadrawnfrom theNationalSurveyon

Migrationoverthelast20yearsfindsarecentdeclineinthe5-yearmigrationrate,definedasthe

proportionofreturnmigrantstotheprefectureofbirthplaceamongthosewholivedoutsidethe

prefectureofbirthplace5yearsago,forbothmalesandfemalesaged20-39.Asignificantdecline

isobservedfornever-marriedmales,andthosewhohavegraduatedfromuniversity,including

post-graduateschool,inthelast5years,althoughtheyaretheprincipalreturnmigrants.Analysis

ofpost-graduationreturnmigrationconfirmsthat,forbothmalesandfemales,thosewhohave

graduatedfromauniversityorcollegeintheTokyometropolitanregionhavethelowestreturn

migrationrate,comparedtothosewhohavecompletedhighereducationintheotherregions.Itis

alsoobservedthat,comparedtothosebornin1971-80,thepost-graduationreturnmigrationrate

fromthemetropolitanregionsissignificantlylowerformalesandfemalesbornin1981-90.These

findingsprovidenewevidencefortherecentdeclineinreturnmigrationtonon-metropolitan

regions,particularlyamongtheyoungercohortsbornafteraround1980.Furtherresearchisneeded

toexaminethetimingsofreturnmigrationafterpost-graduationemployment,andtheirimpactson

levelsandtrendsintheoverallreturnmigrationforeachcohort.


