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TheAssociationbetweenDemandforCaregivingtotheElderlyand
MigrationofYoungAdultHouseholdMembersinIndonesia:

LongitudinalEvidencefromtheIndonesianFamilyLifeSurvey

MasatakaNAKAGAWA

Indonesia'spopulationisexpectedtoundergorapidageinginthenextfewdecades.Whilethe

traditionalnormthatadultchildrenareexpectedtosupporttheirparentsisfirmlyembeddedin

intergenerationalrelationships,therehasbeenrelativelylittlepolicyattentionpaidtotheneedsof

thegrowingelderlypopulation.Asaresult,thereisalackofpublicsystemsforsocialsafetyand

caregiving.Therapidpopulationagingwiththetraditionalcaregivingregimecaninfluencethe

migrationoftheyoung-adultpopulation;oneofthemostsalientdimensionsoftheIndonesian

demography.UsinglongitudinaldatadrawnfromtheIndonesiaFamilyLifeSurvey,thispaper

presentsanempiricalanalysisoftheassociationbetweendemandforcaregivingtoelderly

householdmembersandthepropensityofyoungadulthouseholdmemberstomigrate.Findings

fromtheanalysissuggestthatthelikelihoodofmigrationislowerforthoselivingwithelderly

householdmembersinpoorhealthconditions.Theeffectoflivingclosertoparentsinpoorhealth

conditionsismoresignificant,suggestingthattheneedforcaregivingtoelderlyparentscanbean

impedimenttothemigrationoftheiradultchildren.Theresultsofthelongitudinalanalysisalso

confirmthecorrelationbetweenthenumberofsiblingsandthelikelihoodofmigration.These

findingsimplyafuturedeclineinmigrationamongtheyoungercohorts,whowillfaceincreasing

physicalandphysiologicalburdensinsupportingtheirparentsandotherelderlyfamilymembersas

aresultofthecontinuingfertilitydeclineandshrinkingfamilysize.


