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HistoricalRootsofContemporaryPopulationIssuesinEasternAsia
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Thispaperdiscussesthehistoricalrootsofcontemporarypopulationissuesincluding

extremelylow fertility,rapidpopulationaging,compressedurbanization,andincreasing

cross-bordermigrationinEasternAsia.TheConfucianfamilypatternofChinaandKoreais

contrastedwiththefeudalfamilypatternofJapan.ExtremelylowfertilityinKoreandTaiwanis

interpretedfromalargergapbetweenfamilyandnonfamilysystemsthaninotherdeveloped

countries.CulturaldisordersinConfuciansocietiesincludeagenderinequitywithinthefamily,a

strongparent-childtie,anotionofmother'smonopolisticrole,anintensivefocusoneducation,and

alowerprestigeformanuallabor.ItispossiblethatfertilityofChinawillfallintoanextremelylow

levelifChinacanreachthedevelopmentallevelofKoreaandTaiwan.

China'searlyagingproblemresultedfromafailuretosynchronizedemographicandeconomic

developments.SuchafailureisareappearanceofChina'sexperienceinthenineteenthcentury.

WhileJapansucceededatindustrializationafteropeningthecountry,Chinacouldnotbecauseits

populationgrowthstartedtooearlytolearntheWesternmodel.

Inthefirsthalfofthetwentiethcentury,theconcentrationofpopulationduetourbanization

tookplaceonlyinJapan.DifferentmodesofagricultureinKoreaandTaiwanresultedinvaried

mobilityanddistributionofpopulation.WhileKoreansunderJapaneseruleexperiencedthelargest

diaspora,theTaiwaneseweretheleastmobilepeopleinEasternAsia.AfterWWII,urbanization

intheRepublicofKoreawasmorecompressedthanthatinTaiwan.Althoughtherewasapartial

relocationofthecapitalinKorea,itisprojectedthatthepopulationshareofSeoulcapitalareawill

continuetogrowuntil2045.

ThepercentageoftheforeignpopulationinKoreaandTaiwanisalreadyhigherthanthatin

Japanduetomoreactivepoliciesthatinviteforeignworkers.AlthoughJapanusedtoshowthe

lowestleveloffertilityandmortality,thehighestlevelofurbanization,andthehighestpercentage

offoreignpopulation,otherEasternAsiansocietieshavealreadyoverriddenJapaninthoseaspects.

Thisimpliesthateconomicdevelopmentstronglydeterminesthedemographicregimeintheearly

stagebutnon-economicdeterminants,suchasculturaldisorders,modesofagriculture,and

migrationpolicies,showtheirinfluencessincethelatetwentiethcentury.


