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TrendsinNonresponseRatesintheNationalSurveyonMigration
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Inthispaper,Iexaminedtrendsinnonresponserates,reasonsfornonresponse,andassociation

betweenhousehold/regionalcharacteristicsandnonresponseratesfortheNationalSurveyonMi-

grationconductedbetween1996and2016.

Nonresponseiscausedbyinvalidresponse,failuretodistributeandtocollectthequestion-

naires.Thenonresponseratesincreasedby8.5pointsto22.0%in2001,andincreasedfurtherby

about6pointsto27.9%in2006.Theratesremainrelativelystablethereafter,reaching27.8%in

2016.Theincreaseinnonresponseratein2001ismainlyduetotheincreaseinratesoffailureto

distributethequestionnairesandofinvalidresponse.Incontrast,theincreasein2006ismainlydue

totheincreaseinratesoffailuretodistributethequestionnaires.Thebiggestreasonoffailureto

distributethequestionnairesin2006wasrefusals.TheresultsimplytheeffectoftheActonthe

ProtectionofPersonalInformationintroducedin2005asdiscussedinthepastresearchonsurvey

responserates.

Withrespecttotherelationshipbetweenhousehold/regionalcharacteristicsandnonresponse

rates,itwasfoundthattherateswerehigherinone-personhouseholdsandinurbanareas.Trends

inreasonsofnonresponseindicatethatrefusalswerethemajorreasonin2006,butshort-termab-

senceincreasedin2011reachingthesamelevelasrefusals.In2016,short-termabsencehasbe-

comethebiggestreason.Refusalsarelowerinone-personhouseholdsandhigherin2ormore

personhouseholds.In2006,refusalswerehigherinurbanareasrelativetonon-urbanareas,butin

2016,thedifferencesbyregionhasbecomenegligible.

Theeffectofintroducing"instructionsforfillinginthequestionnaire"fornon-Japaneseresi-

dentsappearstohavecontributedinreducingnonresponsedueto"languageproblems"whichde-

creaseddrasticallyin2016.Introductionofinternetinansweringthequestionnairehascreateda

newcategoryofnonresponsewhichmaybecalled"nointernetresponse"bythosewhopromised

toanswertheinternetversionbutactuallydidnotsucceedinansweringthequestionnaire.


