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SpecialIssue:
In-depthAnalysesoftheResultsof

theEighthNationalSurveyonMigration(PartI)

Introduction

ReikoHAYASHI

TheEighthNationalSurveyonMigrationwasconductedinJuly2016byNationalInstituteof

PopulationandSocialSecurityResearch(IPSS).Inviewofincreasingattentiontotheinternaland

internationalmigrationunderthenationalpopulationdecline,theEighthSurveywasconducted

withalargernumberofsurveydistrictstoobtainindicatorsdisaggregatedby47prefecturesof

Japan.Also,thenewquestiononnationalitywasadded,questionnaireguidelinesinfourlanguages

(English,Chinese,KoreanandPortuguese)weredistributed,andonlinesurveywasintroducedin

parallelwiththeconventionalpaperquestionnaire.

TheEighthSurveydistrictsweresampledsothatequalnumberofsamplescouldbeobtained

byprefecture.DuetotheverylowresponserateofTokyoprefectureandothermetropolitanprefec-

tures,itwasexpectedthatincreasingsamplesizeinnon-metropolitanprefecturescouldraisethe

responseratebutinreality,itdidnot.Theresponseratewas72.2%,slightlydecreasedfrom73.5%

intheSeventhSurveyconductedin2011.

Thisspecialissuecoversfourdifferenttopics;migrationintentionofolderpersons,migration

frommetropolitantonon-metropolitanareas,identificationonlife-coursepatternbymigrationand

firstmarriage,andsurveynon-responserate.Migrationanalysescanbemadethroughvarious

aspectsasshowninthesefourpapers.FurtherpublicationsusingtheresultsofEighthNational

SurveyonMigrationareplannedinthefuture.

Alongwithpopulationageinganddecreasingproportionofyouthwithhighermobility,the

overallmobilityisdecreasinginJapan.However,themigrationpatternsseemtodiversify,and

fineranalysesareneeded.


