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AnAnalysisofChildlessnessinJapan

RieMORIIZUMI

Thepurposeofthisresearchistoclarifythelong-termtrendinchildlessnessinJapanandits

characteristics.Inthispaper,Ianalyzechildlessnessinwomenonlyduetodataconstraints.The

proportionofchildlesswomeninJapanrecordedthelowestvalueamongwomenborninthe1940s,

afterhavingfluctuatearound10%forwomenbornbeforetheSecondWorldWar.Asforwomen

whowereborninthe1960s,thechildlessratereached20%.Regardingchildlesswomen,when

classifiedintoinvoluntarilychildlessandvoluntarilychildlessgroups,theproportionofvoluntarily

never-marriedwomenshowedthegreatestincreaseintheyoungergeneration.Inaddition,Iana-

lyzedthecharacteristicsofnever-marriedandchildless-orientedwomenaged25to39usinga

multivariateanalysis.Theresultssuggestedthatthereweremanywomenwhogaveuponhaving

childrenduetotheirlowincomeandtheabsenceofopposite-sexpartners.Ontheotherhand,in

theanalysisofmarriedwomenbetween30and49yearsold,childlessnessandageatfirstmarriage

werestronglyrelated.Furthermore,forchildless-orientedwomen,theexperienceofmarriagedis-

solutionandlittleexperienceofcontactwithchildrenwererelatedtoselectingthechildless-

orientedtype.
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