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Financial Statistics of Social Security in Japan, Fiscal Year 2023

National Institute of Population and Social Security Research
Project Team for Financial Statistics of Social Security*

Abstract

The total amount of Social Expenditure in FY 2023 was 139,856.1 billion yen, a decrease of 2,826.6
billion yen from the previous fiscal year, and a decrease of 1.65 percentage points as a percentage of the Gross
Domestic Product (GDP). Among the nine policy areas of Social Expenditure, the area with the largest
increase from the previous fiscal year was Old age (an increase of 470.9 billion yen), while the areas with the
largest decreases were Health (a decrease of 3,048.9 billion yen) and Active Labour Market Programmes (a
decrease of 801.3 hillion yen).

The total amount of Social Benefit in FY 2023 was 135,492.8 billion yen, a decrease of 2,680.9 billion
yen from the previous fiscal year, and a decrease of 1.59 percentage points as a percentage of GDP. Among the
three categories of Social Benefit, Medical Care decreased by 3,189.0 billion yen from the previous fiscal year,
Pensions increased by 602.9 billion yen, and Welfare and Others decreased by 94.8 billion yen. The decrease in
Medical Care and the increase in Pensions represented the largest changes.

Social Security Revenue in FY 2023 amounted to 198,007.7 billion yen, an increase of 44,920.3 billion
yen from the previous fiscal year. Among the sources of revenue, the largest year-on-year changes were
observed in Income from Capital (an increase of 47,868.6 billion yen) and State Contribution (a decrease of
6,724.2 billion yen).

In FY 2023, following the reclassification of COVID-19 to Class 5 under the Act on the Prevention of
Infectious Diseases and Medical Care for Patients with Infectious Diseases, expenses on countermeasures
related to COVID-19 were reduced, resulting in a decline in both Social Expenditure and Social Benefit.

Keywords : Social Expenditure, Social Benefit, Social Security Revenue, OECD, ILO, EU
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