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Isthere"individualizationofthemarriedcouple"insupportexchangewith
parentsandparents-in-lawinJapan?:AnanalysisoftheThirdNational

FamilyResearchofJapan(NFRJ08)

ReikoYAMATO

"Welfaremix"・acombinationofpublicandprivateresources・isrequiredinordertotacklethe

increasingneedofelderlycareontheonehand,andthecuttingbackofpublicwelfareontheother.

Inorderforwelfaremixtofunctionwell,itisimportanttoknowhowprivatefamilyrelationships

work.ThisstudypaysspecialattentiontoanimportantfeatureofEastAsianfamilies,namely

patrilineal,asopposedtoothermoremoderntypesofintergenerationalrelationships.Fourhypothe-

sescanbeidentifiedonhowmodernizationhastransformedfamilyintergenerationalrelationships.

Thefirsthypothesis,a"traditionalnorm"hypothesis,positsthatrelationshipsbiasedtowardsthe

husband'sparentswillbemaintainedforboththewifeandthehusband.Second,a"modernization"

hypothesisproposesthatwiththeweakeningoftraditionalnorms,bilateralrelationshipswillpre-

vailwhereboththewifeandthehusbandhaveanalmostequalrelationshipwiththeparentsofre-

spectivesides.Thesetwohypothesespresupposethatthewifeandhusbandareoneunifiedunit.

Thisstudy,incontrast,takesintoconsiderationthepossibilitythatthewifeandthehusbandarenot

oneunit,andexaminesathirdandfourthhypotheses.Thethirdhypothesisof"individualized

intergenerationalrelationships"positsthatthewifeandthehusbandbehaveindividualistically

wherethehusbandexchangesmoresupportwithhisownparentsandthewifedoessowithherown

parents.Thefourthhypothesisof"thewifeasabilateralkin-keeper"proposesthatbecauseindi-

vidualizationdoesnotproceedtosuchahighextentforwomen,wivesaremorelikelythanhus-

bandstoexchangealmostthesamelevelofsupportwithparentsofbothsides.Thedataobtained

fromtheThirdNationalFamilyResearchofJapan(NFRJ08)conductedin2009areanalyzed.The

analysisrevealsthatwhichhypothesisissupporteddependsonwhichgenerationisthesupport

giver.Whenadultchildrengivesupporttotheirparents,the"individualizedintergenerationalrela-

tionships"hypothesisaswellas"thewifeasabilateralkin-keeper"hypothesisissupported.Incon-

trast,whenparentsgivesupporttotheiradultchildren,onlythe"wifeasabilateralkin-keeper"

hypothesisissupported.ThissuggeststhatthereisagenerationgapinJapanesepeople's

intergenerationalrelationships:fortheadultchildgeneration,boththewifeandthehusbandbe-

havesindividualisticallyinthateachofthemgivesmoresupporttohis/herownparentsthantothe

spouse'sparents.Incontrast,theparentgenerationtreatstheiradultchildandthechild'sspouseas

oneunit.Onthebasisofthesefindings,itissuggestedthatwhenonestudiesmarriedchildren'sre-

lationshipswiththeirparentsandparents-in-lawsinJapan,itisimportanttoseparatelyconsider

andcomparetherelationshipsforthewifeandthoseforthehusbandbecausethewifeandthehus-

bandmaybehavedifferently.
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