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Recentresearchhasrevealedthatparents'geographicproximitycontributestomarried

women'slaborforceparticipationandfull-timeemployment.However,howtheeffectdiffersbe-

tweenwife'sparentsandhusband'sparentshasnotbeenfullyinvestigated.

Inthispaper,Ianalyzedtheeffectofproximitytowife'smotherandhusband'smothersepa-

rately,onwife'semployment.Iusedtwodatasets:theFourthNationalSurveyonFamily(NSFJ4)

conductedin2008,andtheThirdNationalFamilyResearchofJapan(NFRJ08)conductedin2009.

Inordertomaketheresultscomparable,Iappliedthesamerestrictions,usedthesamevariables

andanalysesforthetwodatasets.Ialsopooledthedatasetsandcheckedwhethertheimpactof

proximitydiffersbetweenthetwo.Ifoundthatproximitytowife'smothercontributestowife'sla-

borforceparticipation,especiallyfull-timeemployment.Theimpactofproximitytohusband's

motherislessclearbutthereisapossibilitythatitcontributestowife'spart-timeemployment.The

resultimpliesthatsupportfromwife'sparentsisextremelyimportantformarriedwomeninJapan

toworkfull-time.Childcarepolicyshouldplacemoreemphasisonwomenwhohavemigrated

fromotherregionsandforwhomsupportfromtheirownparentsislessaccessible.




