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InJapan,thetotalfertilityrate(TFR)variesbyregion.WhiletheTFRinJapanhasbeenbe-

lowreplacementlevelsincethelatterhalfofthe1970s,theTFRinlargeurbanareashasbeen

lowerthaninsmallurbanorruralareas.ThisTFRgapisrelatedtothedifferencesinnuptiality.In

largeurbanareas,theproportionofthosemarriedhasbeenlowerandageatfirstmarriagehasbeen

higher.AlthoughTFRcouldberelatedtonotonlynuptialitybutalsomaritalfertility,therelation-

shipbetweentheTFRgapanddifferenceinmaritalfertilityhasnotbeenextensivelystudied.

Inthisstudy,weevaluatemaritalfertilitydifferencesofthenineregionsintowhichJapanis

divided;theseareHokkaido,Tohoku,Kita-Kanto,Minami-Kanto,Hokuriku-Koshinetsu,Tokai,

Kinki,Chushikoku,andKyusyu-Okinawa.Weusedmicrodatafrom15setsofnationalsamplesur-

veysfrom2000to2010.

First,weexaminetheregionaldistributionoftheaveragenumberofchildrenwhowereborn

tomarriedwomenaged45・64whenthesurveywasconducted.Themedianoftheaveragenumber

ofchildrenvariedfrom1.97intheMinami-Kantoregionto2.27intheKyushu-Okinawaregion.

ByusingGames-Howellposthoctests,thestatisticallysignificantdifferencesintheaveragenum-

berofchildrenareobservedbetweenMinami-KantoandotherregionsapartfromHokkaidoand

Kinki,andbetweenKyusyu-OkinawaandotherregionsapartfromTohoku,Hokuriku-Koshinetsu,

andChushikoku.

Second,weinvestigatetheregionaldistributionoftheparityprogressionratioofmarried

womenaged45・64whenthesurveywasconducted.WhileinMinami-Kantotheprogressionratios

fromparityonetoparitytwo,andfromparitytwotoparitythree,arelowerthaninotherregions,

inKyusyu-Okinawa,theseratiosarehigherthaninotherregions.

Accordingtotheaboveresults,wediscusshowthesedifferencescouldberelatedtoregional

TFRgaps,andnotethatinallregionsnuptialitycouldbethemaincauseforaTFRbeingbelow

thereplacementlevelofTFR.




