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Relationshipbetweenfamilyandhousehold
innationalsurveysonfamilyinJapan

YasuyoKOYAMA

Whatkindofhouseholdanindividuallivesiniscloselyrelatedtohisorherkinship.ForJa-

pan,familyrelationships,especiallyparent-childrelationships,arelargelyexplainedbymaritalre-

lationships.Inthispaper,wewillexplorecluestograsptherelationshipbetweenkinshipand

householdtype,centeringonthemaritalstatusoftheelderly,usingnationalstatisticsrelatedto

families.

Weobtainedthefollowingfindings.First,usingthecensus1985and2015,crosstabulation

oftheproportionoffamilytypes(includinginstitution)bymaritalstatusofelderlyshowedthat,

amongunmarriedelderlymale,residentsofone-personhouseholdsorinstitutionsexceeded80%of

thetotal.Next,theanalysisofthe5thNationalSurveyonFamily2013revealedthelivingarrange-

mentofparentswithmarriedchildren.Itwasconfirmedthatthehouseholdtypeofparentschanges

dependingonthesexofthemarriedchild.Finally,basedontheresultsofthe6thNationalSurvey

onHouseholdChanges2009,weclarifiedthesituationoftheelderly,viz.whethertheirchildren

werepresentornot,andwhethertheywerelivingtogetherornot.Itwasconfirmedthatmostof

themarriedelderlyhavechildrenandthattheproportionofthemlivingwiththeirchildrenwas

higherinthewidowedthanthedivorced.

Theincreaseinnever-marriedrateseemstocausefurtherchangesinthefutureformationof

familiesandhouseholds.Inparticularitisimportanttofocusontrendsinthepopulationofthe

never-marriedmale.


