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CountermeasurestoLowBirthRate/AgingSocietyintheRepublicofKorea:
ComprehensivePolicyFrameintheAgeofDoubleResponsibilitiesofElderly

CareandChildcare

NaokoSOMA

Inthispaper,Iexamine"countermeasurestolowbirthrate/agingsociety"adoptedbytheRepub-

licofKoreaasacasestudyinordertodiscusstheintegrationofpolicyrelatedtoagingsocietyand

fallingbirthrateintheageofdoubleresponsibilitiesofelderlycareandchildcare.Postponementof

marriagehasledtoadelayinchildbearing,which,inturn,hasledtoincreasedprobabilitythatthe

majorlifeeventsofchildcareandelderlycarewilloverlap.InEastAsia,theconcurrentdeclinein

birthrateandincreaseinelderlypopulationhavegivenrisetoanewsocialriskknownas"double

responsibilitiesofelderlycareandchildcare"whereinhouseholdsfindthemselvesengagedinchild

rearingwhilesimultaneouslyprovidingcareforelderlyrelatives.Suchhouseholdsarethetargetof

bothpoliciesrelatedtolowbirthrateandpoliciesrelatedtoaging.Forsuchhouseholds,childcare

supportcanalsofunctionaselderlycaresupport;conversely,elderlycaresupportcanfunctionas

childcaresupport.Theinvestigationinthispapersuggeststhat,intheageofdoubleresponsibilities

ofelderlycareandchildcare,JapanshouldfollowtheexampleoftheRepublicofKoreaandinte-

gratethepolicyframesforlowbirthrateandagingsocietyintoasingle,comprehensiveframeand

furtherstrengthenconnectionstopoliciestargetingelderlycitizensasprovidersofchildcare,which

iscurrentlyundersupplied.


