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GeographicProximitytoParentsandWomen'sLaborForce
ParticipationinJapan
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Pastresearchhasconsistentlyindicatedthatcoresidencewiththecouple'sparentscontributesto

women'sfull-timeparticipationinlaborforce.However,theimpactofparents'geographicproxim-

ityonwomen'slaborforceparticipationhasnotbeenfullyexplored,eventhoughthepercentage

ofadultsresidingincloseproximitytotheirparentshasincreased.

Inthisstudy,Iexaminedtheimpactofproximitytomother・wife'smotherorhusband's・on

wife'slaborforceparticipation,usingtheSecondandFifthNationalSurveyonFamilyconducted

in1998and2013,respectively.Ifoundthatlivingincloseproximity,ratherthancoresidence,in-

creasesthelikelihoodofwife'sfull-timelaborforceparticipation.AcomparisonoftheSecondand

FifthSurveyresultsrevealed:(1)Coresidencewithwife'smothernolongercontributestowife'sla-

borforceparticipation,butresidingincloseproximitydoesincreasethelikelihoodofwife'sfull-

timeparticipation.Withrespecttohusband'smother,(2)bothcoresidenceandlivinginclose

proximitycontributetowife'sfull-timelaborforceparticipation,but(3)coresidencedecreasesthe

likelihoodoffull-timeparticipationwhentheyoungestchildisunderage7.(4)Ialsofoundthat

inbothsurveys,mother'scoresidenceorproximityhasanimpactonlywhenthewifeworksfull-

time.Theneedsfortheassistanceofmotherswhocoresidewiththeirmarrieddaughtersarerela-

tivelyhigh.Thissuggeststhatmarriedwomencoresidingwiththeirmothersmaybefacinga

doubleburdenofcare・carefortheirchildrenandfortheirmothers.




