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DiversityofChildcareSupportNetworks:FocusingontheCombination
ofDomesticandPublicSphere

AtsushiHOSHI

Thisstudyexamineschildcaresupportnetworksfromtheperspectiveofmothers,aswellasthe

attributesofpeoplewhocomprisethesenetworks,withfocusonsocietalrelationsinthedomestic

andpublicsphere.

Ananalysisofdataonmarriedwomenwithchildrenunderagesix,fromJapan'sFifthNational

SurveyonFamily2013,clearlyshowsthefollowing:(1)Themoreyearsofeducationthesewomen

have,thelesstheyrelyonrelativesforchildcaresupport.(2)Helpfrommothers-in-lawactsasa

substituteforchildcaresupportobtainedthroughpublicinstitutions,suchasnurseryschoolsand

publichealthcenters.Thistendencyisparticularlystronginplacesoutsideofdenselyinhabiteddis-

tricts.(3)Modernfamilynormslimitchildcaresupportnetworkstoanarrowdomesticsphere.

Definingthediversityofchildcaresupportnetworksasthecombinationofsocietalrelationsin

boththedomesticandpublicsphereidentifiesissuesthatshouldbeexaminedtoenhancesocietal

supportformothersraisingchildren.




