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WhyDoMarriedCouplesintheTokyoMetropolitanAreaHaveFewer
ChildrenThanThoseintheRestofJapan?

MasakazuYAMAUCHI

InJapan,thetotalfertilityrate(TFR)variesbyregion.WhiletheTFRinJapanhasbeenbelow

replacementlevelsincethelatterhalfofthe1970s,theTFRinlargeurbanregionssuchastheTo-

kyoMetropolitanArea(TMA)hasbeenlowerthansmallerurbanorruralregions.In2010,the

TFRintheTMAwas1.24,0.21pointslowerthantheTFRintheNon-TokyoMetropolitanArea

(Non-TMA,definedasalltheregionsoutsidetheTMA).ThisTFRgapwasrelatedtonotonlythe

differenceinproportionmarried,butalsothedifferenceintheaveragenumberofchildrenmarried

womenhave.Accordingtomajornationalsurveysconductedfrom1994to2010byacademicso-

cietiesandtheNationalInstituteofPopulationandSocialSecurityResearch(IPSS),married

womenaged45-54intheTMAhad1.8-2.0childrenonaverageand0.2childrenfewerthanthose

intheNon-TMA.

Inthisstudy,weinvestigatedwhymarriedcouplesintheTMAhavefewerchildrenthanthose

intheNon-TMA.WeusedmicrodatafromtheFourthandFifthNationalSurveyofFamily(NSF)

conductedbyIPSSin2008and2013,respectively.

First,weexaminedtheparityofmarriedwomenwhowerebornin1948-62andaged45-64during

theFourthorFifthNSFperiod.WediscoveredthatmarriedwomenintheTMAhave0.2fewer

childrenandlowerprobabilityoftransitioningfromparitytwotothreethanmarriedwomeninthe

Non-TMA.ItcouldbearguedthatfertilityvariationbetweentheTMAandtheNon-TMAisrelated

tocontextualeffectsortheimpactoflocalenvironmentonchildbirthbehavior.Wealsofoundthat

theparityofmarriedwomenisstronglyrelatedtowomen'sageatmarriage,regardlessofregion.

Second,wecomparedthefertilityscheduleofmarriedwomenbornin1948-62withthatofmar-

riedwomenbornin1963-77.Wefoundthatmarriedwomenbornin1963-77havelowerprobabil-

ityoftransitioningfromparityzerotooneorfromparityonetotwothanthosebornin1948-62,

andthatthisdifferenceismoreapparentamongwomenwhogotmarriedbytheageof27.Since

thisdifferenceiscommontoboththeTMAandtheNon-TMA,itcouldbeconcludedthatmarital

fertilityforyoungerbirthcohortisdecreasinginbothregions,therebymaintainingthepre-existing

differenceinregionalmaritalfertility.




