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Thisstudyhastwoobjectives.First,weassessthedataqualityofThe5thNationalSurveyon

Family(NSF),whichwasconductedbytheNationalInstituteofPopulationandSocialSecurity

Researchin2013.Second,weexaminethepracticalfeasibilityofcombiningtwomicro-datasets

inamicro-levelanalysis.Forthefirstobjective,weanalyzebothunitanditem survey

nonresponsesintheNSF.Forthesecond,weperformamicro-levelmatch-mergingoftheNSFto

the2013ComprehensiveSurveyofLivingConditions(CSLC),conductedbytheMinistryof

Health,LabourandWelfare.

Aunitnonresponsereferstothecompleteabsenceofasampledunit'sresponsetoasurvey.In

thestudy,itwasfoundthattheoverallrateofunitnonresponsesinNSFsincreasedfrom24.3%in

the2ndround(1998)to36.0%inthe4th(2008),andtheratewas36.1%inthe5thNSF(2013).

Anexaminationofthedatacollectionprocessrevealedthatthecontactrateinthe5thNSFwors-

enedfromthe4thround,buttheresponserateinthe5thNSFimproved.

Here,thecontactratereferstotheproportionofsampledunitswhocouldbesuccessfullycon-

tactedbyfieldworkers,andtheresponseratereferstotheproportionofcontactedpersonswhofi-

nallysubmittedcompletelyfilledquestionnaires.Thereasonforunsuccessfulcontactswasthat

fieldworkerscouldnotdeliverorcollectquestionnairesduetothelackofeffectivecontacts,and

wefoundthattherateofunsuccessfulcontactsinboththestages(deliveryandcollection)in-

creasedfromthe4thround.

Anitemnonresponsereferstotheabsenceofvalidanswersfromtherespondents.Inthestudy,

ahighernumberofitemnonresponseswasfoundinthe5thNSFcomparedtothe4th.Moreover,

itemnonresponseratesdecreasedintermsofbothvariablesandcasesinthe5thNSFmicro-data

set.However,wefoundthatthedatacleaningprocedureindataprocessing,whichidentifiedincon-

sistentorillogicalanswerstodeterminewhetherasensiblecorrectionwasattainable,generallyim-

proveditemresponseratesamongbothitemsandrespondedunits.

Forthesecondobjective,wenotethat,inprinciple,theNSFmicro-datacanbemergedonaone-

to-onebasistocasesinCSLC,becauseacommonsamplingframeisusedforboth.Inpractice,

however,theexactmatchingcannotberealized.Indeed,wefoundthattheproportionsofmatched

caseswere93.3%ofthe5thNSFunitsand61.7%ofthe2013CSLCunits.

Onthebasisoftheseresults,weencouragethoseusingthe5thNSFdatatoexercisecautionand

beawareofthelimitations.Further,wepointoutdesirablerevisionstothesurveydesign,espe-

ciallyintheconstructionofthequestionnaire,forthenextroundofNSF,whichisscheduledtobe

conductedin2018.


