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DemographicAnalysisofPopulationChangeinthePre-merger
MunicipalityAreaaroundthePeriodofthe"BigMergerofHeisei"
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Althoughsomeresearchindicatestheinfluencethattheso-called"BigMergerofHeisei"hadon

populationdistributionormigration,analysesofthesefromademographicalviewpointhavehith-

ertobeeninsufficient.Themergerinvolvedtwomunicipalities,eachofwhichoriginallyhadits

ownadministrativecenterandpublicoffices.Thispaperexaminesthepopulationchangeduringthe

period1980-2010inthetwoareasaffected,oneofwhichretainedtheadministrativeandpublicof-

fices(the"CentralArea")andtheotherwhichdidnot(the"PeripheryArea"),focusingonthemu-

nicipalitiesinthenon-metropolitanareawhichexperiencedthe"bigmergerofHeisei".As

populationchangeiscausedbytwodemographicfactors,namelynaturalincreaseandsocialin-

crease,thepopulationincreaserateofeachperiodisdividedintoanaturalincreaserateandasocial

increaserate,andtheyarefurthersubdividedintochangesofpopulationcompositionandchanges

intherateofpopulationdynamicsusingastandardizationmethod.

Althoughthedifferenceinthepopulationincreaserateandchangesofmigrationtrendsbetween

the"CentralArea"andthe"PeripheryArea"havetendedtoincreaserecently,aspointedoutby

previousstudies,migrationtrendchangesbetweenthemhaveremainedalmostthesamesince

1980s.Fromalong-termviewpoint,theincreasingdifferenceofpopulationincreaseratebetween

thetwoareasisbroughtaboutbytherapidfallinthenaturalincreaserateofthe"PeripheryArea",

duetoarelativelyagingpopulation.


