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DesiredFamilySizeinJapan:EvolvingPatternsandFertilityOutcomes

SetsuyaFUKUDAandRieMORIIZUMI

Thisstudyprovidesinitialinsightsintotheevolvingpatternsandfertilityoutcomesofwomen's

desiredfamilysizeinJapan.Wefirstprovidedetaileddescriptionsofchangesinwomen'sdesired

familysizeoverthelifecourseandachievementofdesiredfamilysize.Wethenestimatemultivari-

atemodelstoexaminethesocio-demographiccorrelatesofchangesin,andachievementof,desired

fertility.Theseanalysesarebasedonrecentlyavailablepaneldatafromnearly13,000womenaged

20-34duringtheperiod2002-2011.

Ourdescriptiveanalysisshowsthatnearly80%ofwomenchangedtheirdesiredfamilysizeat

leastonceduringthe9-yearperiodofobservation.Ourfixed-effectPoissonmodelshowsthatde-

siredfamilysizedecreasesrapidlywithwomen'sageaftercontrollingforkeycovariatesanda

changeinthewayinwhichthequestiononfamilysizewasasked.Marriagealsocontributestoa

convergenceindesirednumberofchildrentotwo,eitherbyloweringorraisingwomen'sinitialde-

sires.Inmostcases,childbirthhasapositiveeffectonwomen'sdesiredfamilysize,butwedidnot

findanyeffectsofwomen'semploymentstatusontheirdesiredfamilysize.

ComparingsimilarstudiesfromtheU.S.,theU.K.,andtheNetherlands,ourdescriptiveanalysis

revealsalargediscrepancybetweendesiredandactualfertilityaroundage40inJapan.Forexam-

ple,wefindthattheaveragenumberofdesiredchildrenamongwomenaged38-40is2.09,while

theirobservednumberofchildrenbornis1.46.Only30%ofwomenachievedorover-achieved

theirinitialdesiredfamilysizeafter9yearsofobservation.Evenamongthosewomenwhowere

marriedforatleast5yearsbywave10,onlyaboutahalfofthemachievedorover-achievedtheir

desiredfertilitymeasuredatthetimeofmarriage.However,wefindthatabouthalfofthoseun-

achievedmarriedwomeneventuallymeettheirdesiredfertilitybyloweringtheirexpectationslater

intheirmarriage.Ourmultinomiallogitmodelsshowthat,inadditiontodemographiccovariates

suchaswife'sageandmarriageduration,wife'semploymenthasastrongnegativeeffectonachiev-

ingdesiredfertility.Also,unlikeinsomeothercountries,husbands'desiredfertilityplaysanimpor-

tantroleinwhetherwife'sdesiredfertilityisrealized.

Inconclusion,marriageisonefactorpositivelyassociatedwithbothfertilitydesiresandout-

comesinJapan.Wealsofindthatwomen'semploymenthampersachievementofdesiredfertility.

Therefore,policyeffortstofacilitatewomen'sabilitytobalanceworkandfamilylivesshouldbe

aneffectivestrategyforcopingwithJapan'slowfertility.Furthermore,becausewomen'sfertility

desiresdeterioratewithage,thosepolicymeasuresmaybemosteffectiveiftheytargetyounger

women.


