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FertilityTrendsinPost-transitionalSocieties:ProcessandProspectsof
Below-replacementFertility

MihoIWASAWA

Togiveaninsightintothefutureoflowfertilitysocieties,Iintroducetheprocessoffertilityde-

clineandexplanationsthereof.Althoughtheclassicfertilitytransitiontheoryassumesthatasociety

reachesastaticphaseinwhichitsnaturalincreaseiszero,inreality,unexpectedbabyboomsand

fertilitydeclineshaveoccurred.Today,halfoftheworldpopulationlivesinareaswithsub-

replacementfertility.Thisfertilitydeclineisaccompaniedbychangesinrelationshipbehaviorsor

values,andthisisconceptualizedastheseconddemographictransition(SDT).Verylowfertility

withTFRof1.5orlessischaracterizedbyagenderasymmetrysystem,astrongfamilysystem,

compressedmodernity,andnegativefeedback,knownasthelowfertilitytrap.Ontheotherhand,

individualismobservedintheSDTreflectsnotonlyautonomyoremancipationbutalsoaccelera-

tionofsocialstratificationderivedfromtheinstabilityofcouplerelationshipsorpoverty.Whether

theobservedverylowfertilityisatemporalphaseorpermanentisexaminedthroughdemographic

analysisconsideringfertilitytiming.Forfuturefertilitytrends,hypothesesregardingtheupperor

lowerlimitofthefertilitylevelandnewfamilyvalues,analternativetoindividualism,aredis-

cussed.


