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InternationalMigrationtoJapan:
CanItBeaSolutiontoPopulationDecline?

YoshitakaISHIKAWA

Thepurposeofthispaperistoinvestigatethepossiblecontributionofinternationalmigrationto

Japan,whosetotalpopulationreacheditspeakin2008andhasbeenindeclinesincethen.After

outliningthecountry'sinternationalmigrationandexaminingregionaldifferencesinthecountry's

populationdecline,threetopicsarediscussed:theinfluxofforeignwomenresultingfromcross-

bordermarriage,thenewpointsystemforattractinghighlyskilledpeople・withafocusonover-

seasstudents・andpoliciesdirectinginternationalmigrantstoperipheralregions,similartothose

implementedinAustraliaandCanada.Onthenationalscale,immigrationofforeignnationalshas

certainlycompensatedforapartofthedeclineinJapanesenationals.Onaregionalscale,however,

thetrendsindicateagrowingregionaldisparityininternationalin-migration;sincetheirmaindes-

tinationistheTokyometropolitanarea,theimmigrationofforeignerstotheperipheralregions,

whichhavesufferedvariousproblemsarisingfromseriousdepopulation,ismuchlesssignificant.

Accordingly,understandingtheroleinternationalmigrationcanplayinalleviatingpopulationde-

clineinJapan'speripheralareashasbecomeparticularlyimportant.Furthermore,Japan'sabilityto

successfullyfosterreplacementmigrationwillbeavitalpolicyissueinthe21stcentury,sothena-

tionalgovernmentshoulddevisecomprehensivesocialintegrationpoliciesforthesmoothsettle-

mentandpermanentresidenceofimmigrants.
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