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InternationalComparisonofMigration
-AConstructionofModel-mobilityUsingJapaneseIndicators-
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Migrationisoneofthethreecomponentsofpopulationdynamicsbutcomparedtobirthordeath,

theeventofmigrationisdifficulttodefine.Inthisstudy,themigrationdataof92countriesarecol-

lectedfromcensusesandsurveysconductedaftertheyear2000.Thedataareclassifiedin12dif-

ferentmigrationindicatorsusingdifferenttimepointsandrangeofmigration.

AsforthedataonmigrationinJapan,thereare3setsofdata;census,residentregistersandthe

NationalSurveyonMigration(NSM)carriedoutbytheNationalInstituteofPopulationandSocial

SecurityResearch.Usingthesedata,includingtherawdataoftheNSMdata,all12indicatorscan

becalculated.

Herewesupposethatapopulation,eitherofacountryoraregion,hasalevelofmobilitywhich

determinesmigrationindicators.Whenallofmigrationindicatorsaredeterminedbyone"model"

countrythenthemobilitylevelofanothercountrywithlimitedmigrationindicator(s)canbeesti-

matedbytheproportionoftheindicatorsofthemodelcountry.Withthisassumption,usingthe

dataofJapanasthemodelcountry,themobilityindicesof91countriesarecalculated.

ThehighestmobilityindexisthatofAustralia(1.926),followedbySwitzerland(1.841)andRe-

publicofKorea(1.841).Thereisastrong,positiveandsignificantcorrelationbetweenthemobility

indexandthelevelofeconomicdevelopment,aweakandnegativecorrelationbetweenthemobil-

ityindexandtheproportionoftheyoungpeople,andformercommunistorsocialistcountriestend

tohavelowermobilityindices.

Totesttheassumption,therelationsbetweenthedifferentmigrationindicatorsofJapanareas-

sessed.Thecorrelationsbetweentheindicatorsof1-year,5-yearand10-yearmigrationareob-

servedtobefairlystable.Forthelifetimemigrationindicatorsorindicatorsderivedusingthe

administrativedivisions,ontheotherhand,thecorrelationsareweaker.

Thecalculatedmobilityindiceshavesignificantcorrelationwith11outof12indicatorswhich

suggeststhatthemodel-mobilitycanbeconstructedwiththemethodusedhereandfurtherrefine-

mentwouldbepossibleusingadditionalsetsofindicatorsofothermodelcountries.


