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Althoughtheage-specificfertilityrate(birthstomothersofaspecifiedageoverallwomenof

thatage)iswidelyreferredtoasanordinaryfertilitymeasure,itisknownthatacoupleofother

measuresbasedondifferentexposuretotheriskofchildbearingprovidemorestablevaluesandal-

lowustoassessfertilitytrendsbyremovingapartoftempodistortions.Theseconditionalfertility

ratesincludesage-andparity-specificoccurrenceratesinwhichthebirthordersofchildrenarein-

dependent,age-andparity-specificoccurrencerateswithinterconnectednessacrossparities,and

duration-andparity-specificoccurrencerates.Usingfertilitylifetabletechniqueswiththeseage-

specificoccurrencerates,asyntheticmeasureofperiodfertilitycanbecalculated.Inthispaper,we

presentanoverviewoftrendsintheconventionalperiodfertilitymeasure,TFR,andotherindica-

torstakingintoaccountparity,and,basedonacomparisonoftheseindices,weestimatetherole

ofdeclinesinthetempoeffectintherecentupturninperiodTFRinJapan.Untiltheyear2005,al-

thoughanincreaseintheexposurepopulationduetopostponementinthepastfewyearsdidcon-

tributetoraisingtheTFR,alargedropintheexposure-specificratesledtoafurtherdecline.On

theotherhand,after2005through2010,ahalfoftheincreaseintheTFRisaccountedforbyan

increaseintheexposurepopulation,andtherestoftheincreaseisexplainedbyanincreaseinthe

exposure-specificrates.Analysesbyagegroupdemonstratethatmostoftheincreasesduetoarise

intheexposure-specificratesoccurattheageofthirtiesandolder.


