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TheEffectsofRegionalCharacteristicsonInterregionalOut-migration
amongInternationalReturnMigrantsinJapan:AMultilevelAnalysis

MasatakaNAKAGAWA

Thispaperdemonstratesanempiricalexaminationofthelinkagebetweeninternationalandinter-

nalmigration,analyzingregionalfactorsassociatedwithinterregionalout-migrationamonginter-

nationalreturnmigrantsinJapan.TheresultsoftheSeventhNationalMigrationSurveyfindhigher

propensitiesofinternalmigrationamongoverseasreturnmigrants,intermsoftheirpastmigration

experienceandfuturemigrationpossibility,aswellastheirconcentrationinthemetropolitanareas

andhighersocioeconomicstatus.Matchingthemicrodatatocontextualfactorsreflectingregional

characteristics,amultilevelanalysisisconductedtoexaminetheeffectsofregional-levelindustrial

structureandlabourmarketcharacteristicsonthefuturepossibilityofout-migrationamongreturn

migrantsfromforeigncountries.Theresultsofthemultilevelestimationconfirmthat:1)evenafter

controllingforotherindividual-levelsocioeconomiccharacteristics,internationalreturnmigrants

aresignificantlymorelikelytohavepositiveprospectsofout-migrationfromtheregionofcurrent

residence,and2)growthofemploymentopportunitiesinthetertiarysectorandflexibilityinthere-

gionallabourmarketattenuatetheeffectsofinternationalmigrationexperienceonthelikelihood

offutureinterregionalout-migration.Theseresultsimplythatdestinationchoicesuponreturnfrom

foreigncountriesreflecttheseregionalcharacteristicsofpotentialdestinations.


