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ChangesinGeographicalDistancesbetweenAdultChildrenand
TheirParentsinRecentJapan
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Paststudiesconsistentlyindicatethattheintergenerationaltransfersareconstrainedbygeo-

graphicaldistancesbetweenparentsandadultchildren.Inthispaper,Iexaminegeographicaldis-

tancestoparentsfromadultchildren'sperspective(includingcoresidence),andhowthedistance

haschangedinthedecadebetween2001and2011.Ialsoanalyzefactorsthatdeterminethe

intergenerationaldistanceespeciallyfocusingondemographiccharacteristicsofadultchildrenand

howtheeffectschangedoverthegivendecade.

Usingthe7thand5thNationalSurveyonMigration,Ifoundthatthelikelihoodofadultchildren's

coresidencewiththeirparentslowered.Inaddition,thedistancetoparentsnarrowedforthoseliv-

ingseparatelyfromtheirparentsin2011relativeto2001.Thesizeofsiblingsraisesthepossibili-

tiesofnon-coresidence,andoflivingfurtherfromtheirparents.Theeffectofthesizeofsiblings

remainsstrongbutitsimpactloweredin2011.Thesiblingcomposition(genderandbirthorder)in-

dicatesthattheeldestsonismostlikelytocoresidewithparents,implyingthatnormofpatrilocal

residenceremainsstrong.However,amongthosewhodonotcoreside,daughterswithoutmalesib-

lingshavethehighestpossibilityoflivingclosetoparents.Theimpactofmaritalstatusrevealsthat

thenever-marriedaremostlikelytocoresidewithparents,whilethosemarried,divorced/widowed

aremorelikelytoliveincloseproximity.Theeffectsofsupportneedsimplythatcoresidenceis

likelytobeselectedwhenthesupportneedsofparent(s)arestrong,whilelivingincloseproximity

isselectedwhentheneedsofadultchildrenarestrong.


