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SpecialIssueI:InternalMigrationintheSocietyofLow-fertility,Super-agedandPopulationDecline

-In-depthAnalysisontheResultsoftheSeventhNationalSurveyonMigration-(Part1)

Introduction

ReikoHAYASHI

InJuly2011,NationalInstituteofPopulationandSocialSecurityResearch(IPSS)hadcon-

ductedtheSeventhNationalSurveyonMigration,oneofthefivesurveystheIPSScarriesouton

regularbasis.DuetotheGreatEastJapanEarthquakehitinthemidstofthepreparationofthissur-

veyinMarch2011,Iwate,MiyagiandFukushimaprefectureswereexcludedfromthesurveyand

thesurveyinHokkaidowaspostponedtoSeptember2011.Nonetheless,thetotalof11,353house-

holdswith29,320householdmembers,or73.5%ofeligible15,449households,answeredtheques-

tionnaire.Thebasicresultswerealreadypublishedontheweb(www.ipss.go.jp)ande-Stat,the

portalsiteofofficialstatisticsofJapan.

TheFirstNationalSurveyonMigrationwasconductedin1976,followedbytheSecondin1986,

afterwhichthesurveybecamequinquennialin1991,1996,2001,2006and2011.Althoughthere

weresignificantchangesinthesurveydesignthroughoutthesevensurveysstretchingover35

years,allhouseholdmemberswerecoveredsincetheThirdSurveyin1991,andthequestionitems

werestabilizedapproximatelysincetheFourth(1996).

InJapan,officialstatisticsregardinginternalmigrationcanbefoundintheCensusandtheRe-

portonInternalMigration,bothpublishedbytheMinistryofInternalAffairsandCommunications.

ThesearethestatisticswhichcoverthewholepopulationofJapan,allowingregionalandmunicipal

levelanalysis.TheNationalSurveyonMigrationofIPSS,anofficialnationalsamplesurvey,clari-

fiesthedetailedmigrationcharacteristicssuchastheplaceofresidenceatthetimeofimportantlife

eventssuchasthebirth,juniorhighschoolgraduation,firstemploymentorfirstmarriage,andthe

time-pointssuchasoneyearago,fiveyearsagoandbeforethelastmove,aswellasthelife-time

residencehistory,thereasonofmigration,possibilityoffuturemovingandsoforth.

Mobilityisnormallyhighinearlierstageoflife,duetotheenrollmentforthehighereducation,

employmentormarriagewhichwouldhappenduringone's20's.InJapanin2011,withhighestrate

ofpopulationageingintheworld,naturally,theslowdownofmigrationwasobservedontheover-

allbasis.However,detailedanalysesrevealedparticularchangesofmigrationtrendsuchashigher

mobilityofyoungwomenduetothehighereducationalachievement,widerrangeofmigrationex-

perienceofyoungpeopleorhighmobilityamongtheelderlywhoareunhealthyordonotowna

house.IntheSpecialIssueofthisvolume(Vol.69No.4)andthenext(Vol.70No.1),furtherin-

depthanalyseswillbeperformed.

Inthe1970'swhentheNationalSurveyonMigrationstarted,themainfocusofinternalmigra-

tionwasmainlyontherapidurbanizationandconcentrationofthepopulationinmetropolitanareas

ofJapan.Nowinthe2010's,evenwiththepopulationdecline,someurbanareasaregainingpopu-

lationandthenumberofhouseholdisincreasing,andthemigrationstudiesstillplayanimportant

role.Howwecanfulfillourlivesbymovingorstaying,whereliesthebestbalanceforthedecision

ofmigration,sucharethequestionswhichremaintobeinvestigatedalongwiththemechanismof

mobility.


