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Thepurposeofthispaperistocomparetheframeworks,assumptionsandresultsofnational

populationprojectionsinindustrializedcountries,placingparticularfocusoninternationalmigra-

tionassumptions.

Nationalprojectionsoutliningtheshapeoffuturepopulationdevelopmentarepublishedregu-

larlybytheStatisticsBureauandgovernmentalresearchinstitutes.Thesedataprovidebasicinfor-

mationforimportantpolicymatterssuchasactuarialreviewsofpensionschemesandnationalland

planning.

InternationalmigrationassumptioninJapanhassofarbeenlimitedduetothelowlevelofsuch

migrationinthecountry.However,recenttrendsshowthatalthoughinternationalmigrationby

Japanesepeoplehasnotincreasedgreatly,thatbynationalsofothercountriesisgrowingsignifi-

cantly.AsJapan'snaturalincreaseturnsnegativeandpopulationdeclineproceeds,futurefocus

shouldbeplacedoninternationalmigrationinthecountry.Againstsuchabackground,Japanmust

learnfromcountriesinwhichinternationalmigrationisincreasingandformulatevariousassump-

tionsaboutitsfutureinthisregard.


