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AnAnalysisofMarriageDeclineandChangesinMarriageStructuresin
Japansincethe1970susingMultipleDecrementLifeTableson

FirstMarriage

MihoIWASAWA

Sincethe1970s,firstmarriageratesinJapanhavedeclinedandfewermarriagesareformed

comparedwithseveraldecadesago.So,whatkindsoffirstmarriagehavebeenlostduringthattime

andwhatkindsofmarriagehavebecomepredominant?Weapplyalifetableanalysisbycauseof

deathtomarriageformationbythetypeoffirstmarriage,anddemonstratechangesinthecompo-

sitionratioofeachtypeofmarriageovereveryfiveyears.Weproducemultipledecrementmar-

riagetablesusingfemalefirst-marriagehazardbasedontheJapaneseVitalStatisticsandthe

PopulationCensusofJapan，andcrosstabulationsbyageatfirstmarriageandthetypeofthatmar-

riagefromtheJapaneseNationalFertilitySurveys.Weobservechangesincelibacyratesandcom-

positionratiosoffirstmarriageatage50,andlifetablefirstmarriageratesbythetypeofmarriage.

Wefoundthatmostmarriageslostsincethe1970sarethoseassociatedwiththeJapanesepost-war

familymodel:(1)marriagesthrougharrangedintroductionsorthroughtheworkplace,(2)mar-

riagesasthebeginningofareproductiveprocessorco-residencewithapartner,(3)marriagewith

anolderhusband(agehypergamy),(4)marriagesbasedontraditionalgenderroles(marriagewith

ahusbandworkingforamidsizeorlargecompanyandafull-timehousewife),and(5)the

patrilinealstemfamilywiththeeldestson.Ontheotherhand,thehazardofsometypesofmarriage

・marriageprecededbycohabitation,marriagewithahusbandorawifeofanon-regularworker,

marriagewithahusbandorawifeofaprofessionalworker,andmarriageoftheeldestsonco-

residingwiththewife'sparents・hasbeenrising,and,accordingly,thecompositionratioshavein-

creasedaswell.Wealsofoundthatmarriagethroughanetworkoffriends,marriageprecededby

pregnancy,marriagetoayoungerorlesseducatedhusband(ageandeducationalhypogamy),and

aconjugalfamilyhouseholdoftheeldestsonhaveincreased.However,judgingfromthefactthat

type-specificmarriageratesforthesemarriageshavenotincreased,thesechangesarecausedbythe

increaseintheexposurepopulationduetoadeclineinotherconventionalmarriages.


