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Women'sAttitudestowardMarriage,FamilyandGenderRelationships
sincethe1990sinJapan:AnalysisofOvertimeChangesand

DeterminingFactors

SaoriKAMANO

Inthispaper,Iprovidedanoverviewofwomen'sattitudestowardmarriage,familyandgender

relationshipssincethe1990s,basedontheanalysisofwomen'sresponsesinthe10th(1992)through

the14th(2010)NationalFertilitySurveyconductedbytheNationalInstituteofPopulationandSo-

cialSecurityResearch.Theattitudinalitemsexaminedincludeattitudestowardhavingsexualrela-

tionshipsbeforemarriage,cohabitation,stayingsingle,divorce,imperativeofhavingchildrenupon

marriage,motherswithyoungchildrenworkingoutside,havingowngoalsapartfromone'sfamily,

andsacrificingone'swayoflivingforthesakeofmarriage.Ifirstexploredthepatternofchanges

intheproportionsupportingconventionalattitudeseachyearandtherelationbetweenthepropor-

tionandbirthcohort(1942to1992),age(18to49),aswellassocio-economiccharacteristics,such

aslevelofeducation,employmentstatus,partnershipstatus,divorceexperience,number/presence

ofchildren,andgeographicareaandsizeofcityoneresidesin.Inallitems,thesupportforconven-

tionalattitudesdecreasedbetween1992and1997,butthechangesafter1997variedamongitems.

Adecreasingtrend(i.e.,amovetowardliberalattitudes)continuedthroughoutforattitudestoward

mothersworkingoutsideandimperativeofhavingchildrenuponmarriage.Forotheritems,are-

verseinthetrendtowardsmoreconventionalattitudesoccurredin2002orlater.Therewerediffer-

encesamongbirthcohortsintheyearsuchreversaloccursinsomeitems.

Next,Iundertooklogisticregressionanalysisforeachitemwithhavingaconventionalattitude

asapredictorvariable,andsurveyyear,birthcohortandsocio-economiccharacteristicsasexplana-

toryvariables.Theanalysesshowedthatcontrollingforsocio-economiccharacteristics,inmost

items,beingunmarriedandhavingapartner,presenceofchild(ren),andnotbeingemployedin-

creasedthechanceofhavingconventionalattitudes,whilehavinguniversityeducation,havingex-

perienceddivorce,andlivinginurbanareadecreasedthechanceofhavingconventionalattitudes.

Finally,inanattempttounderstandingtheimpetusofchangeinattitudesthroughtheyears,Iutil-

izedlogisticregressiondecompositionmethodtoexaminehowcohortreplacementandintracohort

changecontributedtochangesintheseattitudes:firstwithoutanycovariates,andsecond,byadding

theaforementionedsocio-economicvariablesinthemodel.Theresultsofdecompositionsshow

thatinmostitems,changesoccurredduringthisperiodareattributabletointracohortchangerather

thantocohortreplacement,withsomeexceptions:cohortreplacementaccountedforabout60%of

thechangeinattitudestowardhavingsexualrelationshipsbeforemarriage,andabouthalfofthe

changeinattitudestowarddivorcebetween1997and2010.Somecontributionofcohortreplace-

mentwasalsofoundinchangesinattitudetowardsmotherswithyoungchildrenworkingoutside

(about30%contribution),towardcohabitationandtowardself-sacrificeforthesakeofmarriage

(about40%contributionrespectively).Inallotheritems,itwasmostlyintracohortchangethat

broughtaboutthechangeinattitudes.Thefindingsindicatethatthevarioussocialandeconomic

circumstancesandideologicalclimateregardingmarriage,family,andgenderrelationships,rather

thangenerationaldifferences,affectattitudesofwomensimilarlyforyoungandtheold,whether

itistowardbeinglessconventionalormoreconventional.


