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Thisstudyexaminespatternsanddemographicfactorsunderlyingthefertilitydeclinein

Singaporeduringthe2nddemographictransition.Specifically,weobservethetotalfertilityratesby

majorethnicgroupsfrom1975topresent,withreferencestothetimingofpro-natalpolicy

implementations.Inordertoevaluatetheeffectsofpolicyinterventionsbydetectingchangesin

totalfertilityrates,well-knowntempodistortionintheperiodfertilitymeasuresshouldbe

disentangled.Thispaperfocusesonaperiodquantummeasurederivedfromamodificationofthe

Bongaarts-Feeney'sadjustmentformula(1998).

Pro-natalpolicydevelopmentsinSingaporeweredividedintoseveralphases.Inthefirstphase,

theSingaporegovernmentintroducedasetofpopulationcontrolprogramsinthemid-1960sto

achievereplacementreproductionby1980,andthisanti-natalpolicyremainedeffectivethroughout

theearly1980s(Saw2005:35-39).TheseprogramsweresoeffectivethatSingapore'stotalfertility

ratereached2.08in1975andcontinuedtodeclineuntilthemid-1980s.Torespondtothe

prolongeddecline,theSingaporegovernmentintroducedpoliciesin1984thataimedtoraisethe

fertilityofeducatedfemales(PhaseII).Thesepoliciesselectivelytargetingtothehighlyeducated

femalesdidnotremain,butthegovernment'spopulationpoliciesshiftedfrom anti-natalto

pro-natal.From1987,thegovernmentstartedtosupportmotherswhohave3rdandhigherorder

childrenbyadoptingasetofpro-natalpolicymeasures(PhaseIII).Atthesametime,eugenics

policiesandoldanti-natalistpoliciesweregraduallyabolished.Whiletherewerenomajor

pro-natalpolicydevelopmentsfrom1991to1999(PhaseIV),thegovernmentfurtheremphasized
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ThisstudyexaminesfertilitydeclineinSingaporefor1975-2010toassesseffectsofpro-natalpolicy

interventions.Pro-natalpolicydevelopmentsinSingaporearedividedintoseveralphases,andweinvestigate

theirimpactsonperiodfertilityratesduringparticularphases.Toevaluatequantumimprovementsunderlying

increasesinperiodfertilityratesbetweenbeforeandafterapolicyimplementation,wemodifythe

Bongaarts-Feeney'stempoadjustmentmethod(1998)todecomposethetimeseriesoffertilityratesinto

quantum-andtempo-components.Resultsuncoverethnicdifferentialsinfertilityevolutionsnotonlyinthe

patternsbutalsointhedeterminants.
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