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Introduction:FuturePathofExtremelyLowFertilityinEasternAsia

ToruSUZUKI

ItisassumedthatthemoredistantthefamilypatternisfromNorthern-WesternEuropeanpat-

tern,thelowerfertilitydeclines.CountriesinNorthern-WesternEuropeandEnglishspeaking

worldaretheoffspringoftypicalfeudalfamilywithwelldefinedobligation/rightrelationships,

highconsciousnessofcontract,highpositionofwomenandweaktiebetweenparentandchild.

SouthernEuropeancountriesandJapanarealsotheoffspringoffeudalfamilybutwithpatriarchic

andauthoritarianfeatures.China,KoreaandTaiwanaretheoffspringoftheConfucianfamilyand

thepatriarchicandauthoritariancharacteristicsareevenstronger.

Lowfertilityisanaturalresponsetopost-materialchangessuchassloweconomicgrowth,tight

labormarketforyoungworkers,increasinghumaninvestment,decliningconventionalgenderrole

segregation,etc.However,theconflictbetweentherapidlychangingsocioeconomicenvironment

andtheslowlychangingfamilysystemislargeifthetraditionalfamilypatternisapartfromNorth-

ern/WesternEuropeanpattern.

Thepaperexaminesfertilityassumptionsinvariouspopulationprojections.Sincethecurrent

leveloffertilityisrelatedwiththedeepculturalpatternoffamilybehaviors,thedifferencebetween

JapanandConfuciancountrieswilllastforalongtime.


