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CompressedFamilyChangesandFamilyPolicyRestructuring:
FromaComparativeAnalysisofJapanandSouthKorea
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Thepurposeofthispaperistoclarifythecharacteristicsofpolicyapproachesandthelogicof

familypolicyinJapanandSouthKoreathroughacomparativeanalysis.

Koreansocietyhasbeenfacingcompressedfamilychangesandaneconomiccrisisearlierthan

Japan.TheKoreanwelfarestatehasintroducedan"explicitfamilypolicy,"withstrongrecognition

ofchildcareneedsfromaclass-basedperspective.Furthermore,theKoreanwelfarestatehasdevel-

opedanapproachthattargetschildrenoflow-incomefamilies.Ontheotherhand,theJapanese

welfarestatehasimplementedan"implicitandparticularisticchildcarepolicy,"withastrongem-

phasisoneasingmothers'childcareburdensorstress,especiallyformiddleclassmothers.

ThefactorswhichhaveledtothecharacteristicsofJapanandSouthKoreacanbeexplainedby

(1)theactorswhohaveinfluencedprocessesofpolicymaking,(2)thesituationofthereformof

familylaw,and(3)socio-economicsituations.Furthermore,underlyingthesethreefactors,thereis

alsoadifferenceinthewayinwhichchildcareproblemsarerecognizedandresolvedinthefield

offamilyandchildcarematters.InSouthKorea,thewayinwhichchildcareproblemsarerecog-

nizedandresolvedtendstofocusonthe"family."Ontheotherhand,inJapan,ittendstofocuson

"mothers"duetotheparticularisticpolicyapproach.Thefuturedirectionofwelfareregimerestruc-

turingmaywellbeinfluencedbytheapproachtowardthewelfareinclusionofwomenandchil-

dren.


