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LowFertilityandPolicyInterventionsinSouthKorea
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Thepopulationcontrolpolicythatlastedfromtheearly1960stothemid-1990snegativelyim-

pactedfertility.Atthebeginningofthe1990s,however,acontroversysparkedrenewedinterestin

thepopulationcontrolpolicy.Thisresultedinapolicyshiftthatwasmerelymeanttodiscontinue

thepopulationcontrolpolicyratherthantoformulatemeasurestoaddressthelowfertilityrate.

Itwasnotuntiltheearly2000sthatlowfertilityattractedwideattentionasaserioussocialissue.

Atthattime,theKoreansocietywasagingatafasterratethanthatofJapan,whichhadbeenthe

fastestagingsocietyintheworld;thus,lowfertilityemergedasanunderlyingprobleminKorea.

Sincethen,KoreahaspromotedtheBasicLawonLowFertilityandAgingSociety(SeromajiPlan),

whichemphasizestheimportanceofsupportingdelivery,childrearing,andsimultaneouspursuitof

childmanagementandcareerbuildingaftermarriage;moreover,asanation,Koreahasdevised

waystosocializechildmanagement.Korea'seconomiccrisisinthelate1990sresultedintheun-

employmentofalargenumberofpeople,andthepolicytomitigatethelabormarketproblems,en-

actedtoovercomethedifficultsituation,increasedthenumberoflow-wageirregularworkers,self-

ownedbusinesses,andsmallcompanies,resultinginanunstableemploymentsituation.Youths

werebadlyaffectedbyemploymentinstability,whichultimatelyaffectedtheirhomelivesandbe-

camethemajorcauseoflatemarriagesandunmarriedthatworsenedanalreadybleaksituation.

Itisnecessary,therefore,toaddressyouthemploymentmeasuresandtheSelomajiPlandesigned

forthelowfertilityratesimultaneouslyaspartofthepolicytocounterlowfertility.

AnoverviewoftheSelomajiPlanandyouthemploymentmeasuresillustratesthattheformerde-

velopswiththeemphasismainlyonthesocializationofcare,suchaschildrearingaftermarriage,

whilethelatterfocusesmainlyonemploymentmaintenanceintheexistingindustry,employment

creationthroughdevelopingsocialenterprises,andthecreationofshort-termemploymentthrough

introducingtheinternshipsystem.Althougheachofthesemeasuresachievedsuccesstoacertain

degree,thesituationinwhichwomenmustselecteitherworkorhomefollowingsocialnorms

basedonmaleincomeearnersisgrowingmoreconspicuousandaffectsthenumberofchildrena

womandelivers.Atthesametime,promotingyouthemploymentmeasureswillresultinadisparity

amongtheyouthconsideringthewagedifferencebetweenlargecompaniesandmedium-sized

companiesisgrowingwider,despitethepromotionoftheemploymentmeasures.Thesemeasures

affectthepresentlabormarketinKoreaandpreventtheyouthfromenvisioningtheirfuture,further

facilitatinglatemarriagesorunmarried.Currently,Korea'slowfertilityrateisaresultoflife's

anxietiesanddifficultyinenvisioningone'sfuture,combinedwiththecurrentlabormarketaffected

byinequalitybetweenmalesandfemales.Inthefuture,creatingnewworkingpatternsbyproviding

universalchild-careservicesanddevelopingsocialenterprisesmayplayanimportantroleinover-

cominglowfertilityinSouthKorea.


