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VeryLowFertilityinEasternAsiaandEurope:
Trends,DeterminantsandPolicyResponses

ToruSUZUKI

Lowest-lowfertilitythatappearedinSouthernandEasternEuropeinthe1990sspreadinEastern

Asianadvancedcountriesaftertheturnofcentury.Nodemographictheorycouldpredictsuch

emergentchanges.Inattemptingad-hocinterpretation,thispaperclassifiesfourculturalregions;

Northern-WesternEuropethatincludesEnglishspeakingnon-Europeancountriesbutexcludes

Germanspeakingcountries,otherEuropeansocietiessuchasGermanspeakingcountries,Southern

EuropeandEasternEurope,Japan,andConfuciansocietiesincludingChina,KoreaandTaiwan.

Modernizationandpost-modernizationwereledbycountrieswithNorthern-WesternEuropean

traditions,especiallyAnglo-Saxonsocieties.Thus,itissupposedthatfamilypatternsinsuchcoun-

triesweremoreadaptabletopost-modernchangesthaninlate-comercountries.Suchfamilypat-

ternsasweakfamilyties,earlyhome-leavingandhighgenderequityareassumedtobethe

characteristicsthatpreventedfertilitytodeclinetothelowest-lowlevel.SouthernandEastern

Europeansocietieswithstrongfamilismandpatriarchalfeatureslacksuchcharacteristicsandthe

conflictbetweenrapidlychangingsocio-economicsystemandslowlychangingfamilysystemwas

severerandfertilitydeclinedlowerthantheforerunners.WhiletheJapanesefamilypatternwith

feudaltraditionisclosertoSouthernandEasternEuropeanfamilies,theConfucianfamilypattern

isevenmoredistantfromtheNorthern-WesternEuropeanpattern.Thus,thediscrepancybetween

thesocio-economicsystemandthefamilysystembecamelargerandfertilitydroppedmoredrasti-

callyinKoreaandTaiwanthaninJapan.

WhileJapanadoptedpro-natalpolicyintheearly1990s,KoreaandTaiwanadoptedsuchpolicy

transitionafter2006.However,thegovernmentalexpenditureonthefamilypolicyinEasternAsia

includingJapanismuchsmallerthanEuropeanwelfaresocieties,duetotheneo-liberalisticpoliti-

calclimateanddifficultytofindanewsourceofrevenue.Theconditionsuggeststhatlowest-low

fertilityinKoreaandTaiwanmaylastlongerthaninthecaseofSouthernandEasternEuropean

countries.


