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TrendsofStemFamilyHouseholdsinJapan

ToruSUZUKI

ThispaperexamineddemographicimpactsonchangesofstemfamilyhouseholdsinJapan.The

proportionofstem familyhouseholdshasbeendecliningduetotheincreaseinoneperson

householdsandfamilynuclei.However,thehouseholdprojectionconductedbytheNational

InstituteofPopulationandSocialSecurityResearchin2008predictedthatwhiletheincreasein

onepersonhouseholdscontinues,theproportionoffamilynucleiwithinhouseholdsoftwoormore

memberswillstartdecliningaround2015.Thismarkstheendofincreaseinfamilynucleithat

continuedformorethan50years.Itwasshownthatthisrevolutionarychangeiscausedbysuch

demographicfactorsaspopulationagingandnuptialitydecline.

ItwasshownthatpatrilocalityismodalpatterninstemfamilyhouseholdsinJapan,althoughthe

asymmetryisweakerthaninConfuciansocietiessuchasChina,KoreaandTaiwan.Accordingto

theHouseholdChangesSurveys,theratioofmatrilocalitytopatrilocalityincreasedbetween2004

and2009.Itwasassumedthatsmallersiblingsizeduetofertilitydeclineandmalemarriage

squeezepromotethesymmetryinstemfamilyhouseholds.However,adecompositionanalysis

showedthatsuchdemographicfactorsaccountedforlessthan20%ofthechange.Mostpartsofthe

changeshouldbeattributedtothechangeinparentalpreferenceorsocio-economicsexdifferences

inthechildgeneration.


